Since the original isolation of Vibrioparahaemolyticus in 1951 (6), this bacterium has been isolated from temperate marine environments throughout the world (11) . This organism has been found in water and sediment with a high organic content as far north as the southeastern Alaska coast (14) . Studies have determined the distribution of V. parahaemolyticus to be temperature dependent: low numbers are found when the temperature is below 100C (2, 9), and highest counts are found during warm weather months in the temperature range of 18 to 300C (12) . The non-enteropathogenic species, Vibrio alginolyticus, is commonly found in marine samples at temperatures above 50C (2, 9).
During July and early August of 1977, a joint industry-government assessment study was completed in the Bering Sea for the feasibility of commercial clam harvest. The bacteriological quality of the clams and waters was determined, along with other factors. The results of the assessment study are published elsewhere (8) .
In addition to determining the occurrence of paralytic shellfish toxin from the Gonyaulax species of dinoflagellates in the clam samples, these studies were conducted to determine the bacteriological quality of the clams and the growing area. Since very little bacteriological data from the Bering Sea have been published, the incidence of coliforms, V. parahaemolyticus, and V. alginolyticus was determined.
The (Fig. 1) . Thus, clam samples were collected from grids of this region. The abundance of surf clams was generally from depths of 23 to 32 m (8) .
The physical data obtained from the study are outlined in Table 1 (Fig. 1) . No salinity data was available at that station. No abnormal salinities were recorded at the subtidal sample stations.
The bacteriological counts of the clams, sediment, and seawater were low ( Table 2) . The water quality tests and the bacteriological quality of the clams indicate that the subtidal Bering Sea is suitable for commercial harvest, meeting the National Shellfish Sanitation Program bacteriological growing area criteria (13) .
The majority of the fecal coliform isolates were identified as Escherichia coli, with the remaining isolates, capable of growth and gas production from lactose at 44.50C, characterized as Klebsiella species. Nonfecal coliforms, identified and listed in decreasing frequency, are as follows: Enterobacter (E. cloacae, E. aerogenes), Klebsiella sp. (K. pneumoniae), Citrobacter sp., and Serratia sp.
The low year-round temperatures and the lack of industrial and domestic pollution are major factors for low bacteriological counts. The presence of the coliform bacteria may be attributed to the discharge of sewage from the many fishing and other vessels operating in the Bering Sea and to mammals, birds, and other animals that inhabit this region.
V. alginolyticus was isolated from 2 of 153 total samples at a most probable number of 5.1 and 16 per 100 ml. The isolations occurred from surface seawater with temperatures of 11.7 and 11.20C, respectively. V. parahaemolyticus (nonsucrose-fermenting colonies) was not detected in any of the samples. The majority of the sucrosefermentative halophiles would not grow at 420C, a criterion for identification of both V. parahaemolyticus and V. alginolyticus (5). The temperature of the subtidal water reached a maximum of 14.60C recorded during the' study. It is not surprising that V. parahaemolyticus was not isolated in the Bering Sea. The seasonal occurrence of this organism has been demonstrated only when water temperatures reach 100C or above (2, 9). It is generally accepted that V. parahaemolyticus is an inhabitant ofinshore and estuarine areas isolated from seawater, sediment, and plankton during warm months of the year. The evidence for distribution of V. parahaemolyticus in the open ocean is as yet contradictory (10). Therefore, the low level of pollution in a body of water of the size of the Bering Sea may be a contributing factor in the absence of this organism. Marine environments contaminated with animal wastes and high in chitinous and other organic material have been shown to yield high densities of V. parahaemolyticus (2, 9, 14) .
The lack of isolation of V. parahaemolyticus in the area studied (a miniimum of 3 miles [ca. 
